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archaeologist People who discover our history by looking 
at artefacts that have been found.

Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms

The Anglo-Saxons formed many regions each 
with one ruler, known as  kingdoms.

Picts Tribes who lived in the northern and eastern 
areas of Scotland.

Sticky Knowledge about the Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots

Scots Tribes who lived on parts of the west coast 
of Scotland and in Ireland.

The Romans left Britain in 410AD. Roman Britain covered the 
South coast up to Hadrian’s Wall. North of Hadrian’s wall and on 
Ireland, lived the Picts and the Scots. Pict tribes lived in the 
northern and eastern areas of Scotland and Scot tribes lived on 
parts of the western coast of Scotland and Ireland. . The The Anglo 
Saxons then came in ships across the North Sea. The Anglo-Saxon 
era in Britain was from around 410AD to 1066AD. 

Important places

Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle

chronological account of events in 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, written 
towards the end of the Anglo-Saxon period.

The Anglo-Saxons were made up of three tribes: the Angles; 
Saxons; and Jutes. They invaded when the Romans left. The Anglo 
Saxons began to battle the Britons left behind by the Romans for 
land, farms and villages to live in. They did not conquer the Picts 
and Scots.
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The Picts and Scots also tried to invade England. The Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle  tells of an Anglo-Saxon king who paid two Jutes and 
their men to fight the Picts.  Instead, they arrived and seized the 
king’s kingdom. No one knows if this is a true story, but it shows 
that the Picts were invading and that some of the Jute or 
Anglo-Saxon newcomers were invited to Britain.

tribe A group of people with a shared culture, 
language and way of living. 

thane An important Anglo-Saxon person.

invaders A group of people who attack and try to take 
over an area where they don’t live.

Anglo-Saxon Britain wasn't ruled by one person and the 
Anglo-Saxons were not united. They arrived as many 
different tribes and each took over different parts of Britain. By 
around 800AD, there were 7 main Anglo-Saxon kingdoms; Kent, 
Mercia, Wessex, Northumbria, Essex, Sussex and East Anglia.

settlers A group of people who move and live in a 
new area.

Anglo-Saxon influence can be seen in place names in Britain today 
The first Anglo Saxon villages were often named after the 
Chieftain (Leader of the village). This made it clear which tribe the 
village belonged to. They were sometimes also named after 
geographical features that the village had or after gods.
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