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Toys then and now KS1 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

toy An object for a child to play with.

Board game A game that involves players 
moving their counter on a board.

lego A construction toy made from 
plastic blocks.

safety Being free from danger, risk or 
injury.

Sticky Knowledge about toys then and now

modern Something from recent times. ❑ We can ask people who were alive at that time about life in the 
past. To find out about toys in the past, we can ask parents and 
grandparents about what toys were popular when they were 
young. Some toys that were popular when parents and 
grandparents were young are: Lego, Polly Pocket, Mr Potato 
Head, Slinky, Etch a sketch, Game boy, Model figures

electronic Something that uses electricity to 
work. 

❑ The early 20th century was before grandparents and parents 
were born. Some toys that were popular in the early 20th 
century were Meccanno, Wax crayons, Teddy bear, Tin cars, 
Model airplane, Mickey Mouse, Monopoly 

❑ Some toys that were invented in the past (e.g. Teddy bears, 
crayons and Meccanno) are still played with today. technology Using science to make things.

20th century The 100 years from the year 1901 
to the year 2000. 

❑ Some toys have changed from when they were first played 
with in the past. Some toys are made of different materials 
today, now that new materials like plastic have been 
invented. Toys are also safer today due to safety rules. 
Attitudes have changed too. In the Victorian times, children 


