
Key Stage 2 Write For You

Spring Term 2026           Friday 16th January 

We’ve reached the end of another busy and exciting week, with a real focus on children’s voices. We 
were delighted to see our Vision Leaders, Eco Warriors and Collective Worship Council receive their new 
hoodies.

● The Collective Worship Council will be supported by Mrs Henderson and Mrs Carpenter.
● The Eco Warriors will work alongside Mr Horton and Mrs Snook.
● The Vision Leaders will be guided by Mrs Fordham and Miss Akrigg.

These groups have exciting plans for the term (see overview below). Pupil voice is a big part of our 
school, encouraging responsibility, leadership, and ownership as children help shape school life. 
Importantly, all children were voted in by their peers, making this a true celebration of student choice and 
involvement.

                                         

Owls Class are going to start a fun 
piece of history and writing where we 
pretend we are Skipton Castle! We will 
be writing diary recounts to tell the 
story of the castle’s 900-year history. 
We will use what we remember from 
our visit in Year 2, like the royal visit, 
the huge pot in the kitchen, the arrow 
slits, the toilet over the moat, when it 
was first a wooden fort, the dungeons, 
and Elizabeth Clifford, who was the 
last person to live there.

If parents know any other interesting 
facts or memories about Skipton 
Castle, we would love to hear them 
to help us with our writing.



Pupil Voice in School 
At Kildwick CE School, our pupil voice groups give children the chance to be involved in shaping 
school life. We have three groups:

● Eco Warriors – focusing on environmental initiatives and sustainability.
● Vision Leaders – helping to share and develop our school vision across the school.
● Collective Worship Council – supporting the planning and delivery of spiritual life.

Each group has a different focus each month, involving children in school decisions and feeding 
ideas into our school and strategic vision. Each week, a different group will share an update in the 
newsletter. This week, it’s the turn of the Vision Leaders!

Vision Leader Update
This week, our Vision Leaders – Oliver, Arley, Fearne, Ruby, Isaac N, and Maddie – had 
their first meeting of 2026! They are excited to start working on making school even better.

The leaders are looking forward to helping change homework, asking questions, and 
hearing children’s ideas about how to improve school life. They want to work with their 
classmates on fun activities and projects, and they are eager to get started!

You’ll recognise our Vision Leaders by their dark blue jumpers – make sure to say hello and 
share your ideas with them!

Eco Warriors
January: Explore school 
grounds for waste/litter

February: Create energy-saving 
reminder posters

March: Daily eco-themed 
activities for week

April: Present eco findings in 
assembly

May: Class litter-picking 
competition challenge

June: Track water use in classes

July: Keep summer green diary 
challenge

Collective 
Worship Council 

January: Paint Spiritual 
Pebbles, village involvement. 

February: Friendship & 
Kindness Wall

March: Lenten Reflection 
Stations setup

April: Create Resurrection 
Garden, gratitude

May: School-wide daily 
reflection prompts

June: Lead “Living in 
Reflection” worship

July: Scrapbook and 
celebration Collective Worship 

Vision Leaders
January: Survey wellbeing and 

safety perceptions

February: Gather feedback on 
friendships/kindness

March: Collect opinions on 
lessons/clubs

April: Audit classrooms and 
school grounds

May: Plan community and 
charity projects

June: Feedback on teaching 
and homework

July: Reflect and plan next year



SEND @ Kildwick 
2 Minute Read! 
Understanding Neurodiversity and Inclusivity at Kildwick School
Neurodiversity means that all brains work differently. Some children may be autistic, have ADHD, 
dyslexia, or other ways of learning and thinking. These differences are natural and should be 
understood, respected, and valued.
Why It Matters
When children understand neurodiversity, they learn kindness, patience, and respect. They see 
that everyone has strengths and challenges, helping to reduce bullying and create a caring school 
community. Learning alongside neurodiverse peers also teaches children social skills, teamwork, 
and creative problem-solving.
Benefits for Neurotypical Children
Neurotypical children gain empathy, adaptability, and open-mindedness by learning with 
neurodiverse classmates. They practice listening, supporting others, and appreciating different 
perspectives. These skills prepare them for life beyond school, helping them succeed in diverse 
workplaces and communities.
The Role of Parents
Parents play an important role by modelling positive attitudes towards differences. Open and 
respectful conversations about neurodiversity help children grow up understanding and accepting 
others.
Kildwick School’s Approach
At Kildwick School, we celebrate neurodiversity and promote inclusivity. We create a supportive 
environment where all children feel valued, respected, and able to thrive academically, socially, 
and emotionally. Inclusivity is part of everything we do, helping every child reach their full potential.

Mr Horton’s Top Tips for
Point out the maths in everyday life. Maths 
is all around us – it’s not just something that happens 
in school. Showing children the numbers in things like 
cooking, using money and travelling is a simple way to 
bring maths to life. This will help children see the value 
of learning maths.

Shopping - involve younger children in counting 
out items, talk about one more, one less, bigger 
smaller etc. Older children can practice money 
management, and comparing discounts are a great 
opportunity for some quite complex mental maths.

Cooking - always a 
mathematician's favourite! 
Perfect for understanding and 
practising number, measuring, 
size, shape and time. Fractions 
can also be introduced in 
sharing out portions. 

Gardening - Gardening supports maths learning at all 
ages. Younger children can practise counting, measuring, 
reading temperatures, and sorting. Older children can plan 
a garden, use scale, space seeds evenly, check 
temperatures, and measure plant growth over time.



DIY SOS 
As mentioned in the newsletter last week we hope to continue asking 
parents and carers for support to maintain and improve the school 
environment while protecting the budget for direct educational 
resources. 
Our next project will be the end staircase, which is a larger job. If you can help, 
please email the school office. Details and dates will be shared via the newsletter 
once arranged.
If you have a trade and can assist with small jobs from time to time, please let the 
office know. Every hour you give saves money that can be spent directly on 
supporting children’s learning, and we are incredibly thankful for the ongoing support 
of our community.

World Book Day – Treasure Island

What has now become a tradition 
at Kildwick CE School is our 
annual World Book Day celebration, when a 
theatre company comes to school. On 
Wednesday 4th March, they will bring the 
story Treasure Island to life in the school hall.

This is delivered by an amazing production 
company that helps children experience 
stories they might not otherwise become 
familiar with. During February, the children will 
be learning about the Treasure Island story so 
they have a good understanding before seeing 
it performed.

This is what World Book Day is really all about 
– inspiring a love of reading and bringing 
stories to life. Year 6 children will also take part 
in a special workshop. Children are welcome 
to come to school dressed in Treasure 
Island-themed outfits if they wish. 

We are asking for a voluntary contribution of 
£7 per child to help cover costs.  This is 
payable on Arbor School Shop.

Help Harris and Iona 
save the trees at 
Arbor top!

         
Governor Meetings and 

Updates

Governors will be meeting 
on the following dates:

03/02/26 - Curriculum
10/03/26 - Finance 
25/03/26 - Full Governor Meeting
30/04/26 - Curriculum Meeting 
12/05/26 - Finance / Budget approval
19/06/26 - Full Governor Strategy 
Meeting
07/07/26 - Full Governor Meeting

For information about the 
work of the governing 
body, including the school 
strategic development plan 
please click here

https://www.kildwickceschool.org.uk/info/governing-body


Growing and Developing Our School
At Kildwick School, we are always thinking of new ways to keep our school moving forward, growing, and 
providing the best possible learning environment for your children. With so many children in a small 
building, we are always looking for ways to make the most of the space we have while creating exciting 
opportunities for learning and play.

Following our recent Forest School training, we are excited to be planning developments on the Peggy 
Wilson playing field. This space is used by the wider Kildwick and Farnhill communities, so any 
improvements will benefit everyone!

Our Short-Term Goal:
One of our first projects is raising money for an outdoor shelter like the one pictured. 
The PTA will lead this initiative with a Valentine’s Disco and our “Grow £1” project 
this half term. We are aiming to raise around £2,000 to purchase and build the shelter. 
Just before half term, children will bring home £1, along with ideas on how to “grow” it. 
This is a fun way for children to get creative, develop teamwork, problem-solving, and
financial awareness, all while contributing to a project that will directly benefit them
and the community.

Looking Further Ahead:
Mrs Lawley is working on longer-term developments and bigger fundraising initiatives. 
If you have ideas, skills, or want to get involved, we would love to hear from you. 
Together, we can make a lasting difference for our children, our school, 
and our community. Let’s make Kildwick School an even more inspiring place to 
learn and grow!

                        Art Corner with Mrs Kingham
Last weekend, I visited the Turner Prize Exhibition at 
Cartwright Hall in Lister Park in Bradford.  The Turner Prize 
is normally judged and the winner announced in London 
but last year it was in Bradford due the City of Culture.  It is 
a free exhibition which shows off work by four artists:

●     Rene Matic
●     Mohammed Sami
●     Nnena Kalu
●     Zadie Xa

It was a really interesting visit and I had a great discussion with my children 
about what is Art and which work they had the greatest response to. I would 
love to know which artist you liked the best. 

The exhibition is in place until 22nd February 2026.  

Book your free tickets - https://bradford2025.co.uk/event/turner-prize/

https://bradford2025.co.uk/event/turner-prize/


Meet the Team 
Each week, we would like to introduce you to a member of staff. This helps you get to know 
us better and understand who your children are talking about when they share stories 
about school life. This week it is…Mrs Snook. 

 Zones of Regulation - Top Tips From Mrs Swales

Weekly Strategies
Joy isn’t always a big exciting feeling.
Sometimes it’s small, calm or quiet.
This wheel is about the things that help
you feel a bit better or more settled at
different times.

Everyone’s wheel looks different.  You
can draw pictures, write words or do
both.

Download available here: 
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Joyful-January-Wheel-of
-joy.pdf

If you would like any further information 
you can contact Mrs Swales.
 k.swales@kildwickce.uk

Hello, my name is Mrs Snook and I am the teacher for Year 3 and 4 in the 
Kingfishers Class. I love being in this age group and seeing the children transition 
from Key Stage One and enjoy becoming more mature and independent. I am also 
the subject lead for history and geography, two of my favorite subjects to teach - it 
is lovely to see the children excited about the past and the world around them. I 
especially enjoy the local history and geography aspects of this. Teaching art and 
craft activities is my other favourite part of my job although the children are always 
much better at creating things than me! 
Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family, 
walking and running in the countryside, visiting the beach 
and reading a good book. 
I have worked at Kildwick for 7 years and love being part of 
such a friendly team and community.

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Joyful-January-Wheel-of-joy.pdf
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Joyful-January-Wheel-of-joy.pdf
mailto:k.swales@kildwickce.uk


         The National Year of Reading 
As part of the National Year of Reading, we are going to have a monthly 
focus on reading. Reading levels are falling across the country, and this 
has become a national concern. The government has launched the Year 
of Reading initiative to help schools, families, and communities come together to support children’s 
reading and prevent this decline. At Kildwick, we are proud to be part of this national effort. By 
working together—at school and at home—we can give every child the support, practice, and love of 
reading they need to succeed, helping our children become confident, enthusiastic readers. 

January – Masked Reader
Adults will read a story using a disguise for children to guess who is reading.

February – Treasure Island Activities
Class-based activities to develop children’s awareness and understanding of 

Treasure Island. 

March – World Book Day Celebrations
 Children will watch a live performance of Treasure Island (including Treasure 

Island dress-up)

 Reading cafés with parents

April – Book Swap

May – Extreme Reading Challenge

June – Audiobooks Month
Whole-school listening to an audiobook during Friday Collective Worship each 

Friday in June.

July – Read and Create Competition

August – Summer Reading Challenge

September – Book/reading Festival on the Rec

October – Library Visits

November – Bedtime Stories in School

December – Christmas Book Advent



Thank you from Skipton Food 
Bank 

Before and After School Club News! 
The Before and After School Club have had another exciting week at The Ark! Next week, some of the 
afternoon sessions will give children the chance to make their own snacks. 

Making snacks isn’t just tasty, it’s full of learning opportunities. Children will think about nutrition and 
healthy choices, while practising measuring, spreading, pouring, and following simple instructions. They’ll 
also develop teamwork, problem-solving, independence, and confidence – skills that grow with them from 
Reception all the way through to Year 6.

We can’t wait to see the children get creative, have fun, and enjoy the snacks they’ve made themselves – 
learning new skills after school. 

Keeping Our Children Safe 



Children who have achieved all 
three certificates — Learning to 
Live, Living to Love, and Loving to 
Learn — will receive a special 
certificate during Collective Worship. 
This recognises that they are truly 
living out all aspects of the Kildwick 
vision and demonstrating our school 
values in everything they do.

Big congratulations to the children 
who have recently received their 
Kildwick Certificate. We are very 
proud of you!

Evie C - Robins Class 
Violet M - Owls Class

Extra Curricular Clubs next week 

              

 

Monday EYFS/KS1 & Y3 - Dance with Firehouse 
KS2 - Running with Mr Whitehead (finishes 
420pm)

Tuesday KS2 - Music with Mr Schofield 

EYFS/KS1 - Construction with Miss Taylor

Wednesday EYFS/KS1 & KS2 - Art with Launchpad

Thursday EYFS/KS1/KS2 - Cookery with Donna and Miss 
Taylor 

Friday

Robins Learning to Live — Ivy 

Living to Love — Parker

Loving to Learn —  Isaac

Swallows Learning to Live — Arley

Living to Love — Carter

Loving to Learn — Alice

Kingfishers Learning to Live — Dougie

Living to Love — Teddy H

Loving to Learn —Wilf

Owls Learning to Live — Amelia

Living to Love —   Daisy

Loving to Learn — Violet

Eagles Learning to Live — Harris

Living to Love — Rex

Loving to Learn —  Max



PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS LIKELY TO BE MORE ADDED TO THIS LIST AND YOU SHOULD TAKE NOTE 

OF THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FOR FURTHER ADDITIONS.

Tuesday 20th January - Year Six visit Bradford Industrial Museum 

Wednesday 4th February - Cliffe Castle Cross Country KS2 

Thursday 5th February - Class Four trip to Craven Museum

Thursday 12th February - Class Three trip to Craven Museum

Friday 13th February - Break up for Half Term

Monday 2nd March/Tuesday 3rd March - High Adventure residential - Y4

Wednesday 4th March - World Book Day theatre performance in school for children 

- Treasure Island themed dress up (optional) 

Friday 6th March - Reading Cafe in school Parents Invited (9am Key Stage Two 2pm 

Robins and Swallows)

Tuesday 10th March - Cross Country at Marley - KS2

Thursday 12th March - Rock expert visiting school from Craven Museum

Friday 13th March - Sports Trilogy at Sandylands - Year 4 / 5 

Friday 13th March - 9-10.15 Parent Sex & Relationships Workshop with Lucy 

Mendez from SCARF 

Monday 16th March and Thursday 19th March - Parent Consultations 

Thursday 19th March - Class 5 Crucial Crew event at Eshton Grange

Monday 23rd March  STEM Ambassador, Dave Rockett, visiting school.

Tuesday 24th March - Easter Show in Church for Parents and Carers 

Thursday 26th March - Class Three & Four trip to Malham

Children break up for Easter on Friday 27th March 

Diary Dates



Holiday Activities! 



Community Events

 



Community Events & Clubs

 



Community Events & Clubs


