Learning to Live, Living to Love, Loving to Learn
Kildwick Church of England Primary School
Priest Bank Road, Kildwick, BD20 9BH
Tel:01535 633682
www.kildwickceschool.org

Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,

14h December 2021

As this is the last newsletter of 2021, I wanted to thank you all for the huge amount of
support that you have continued to show us throughout this autumn term. As the school
recovers from such an unsettled period, we are truly blessed to have a strong school
community with such wonderful children. Their attitudes, kindness and resilience are a
credit to you.
As we begin to digest the unfolding situation with Omicron and its impact on school, the
only way we are going to mitigate the high risk is by continuing to work together in the
coming months.
I am certain that you will join me in thanking all of the staff for their hard work and
dedication over what has been another challenging term.
The EYFS / KS1 Nativity and KS2 Carol Service is being filmed this week, I will let you
know when it is available to view on our website.
We extend our warmest wishes to you this Christmas, as you gather to celebrate. We look
forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday 5th January 2022.
Mr Tim Whitehead,
Headteacher.

Dates for your diaries...
05.01.22 - First Day of spring term
12.01.22 - Y5/6 Girls Football at SC
18.01.22 - First Aid training for Children
18.01.22 - Class 1 & 2 trip to Skipton Castle – pm
24.01.22 - National Handwriting Day
07.02.22 - Children’s Mental Health week
08.02.22 - Y6 trip to Bradford Industrial Museum
10.02.22 - Keighley & Craven School Cross Country – Race 3 – Cliffe Castle
17.02.22 - Random Act of Kindness Day
18.02.22 - Last day of half term
28.02.22 - First day of new half term
28.02.22 - Fairtrade Fortnight
08.03.22 - International Women’s Day
11.03.22 - School Meal Day
16.03.22 - Keighley & Craven School Cross Country – Race 4 – Silsden Park
01.04.22 - International Children’s Book Day
01.04.22 - Earth Day
08.04.22 - Last day of spring term
26.04.22 – First Day of summer term
Newsletter
Next half term you should expect to receive Newsletters as
follows:
W/C 3rd January - Curriculum Newsletter
W/C 24th January - Newsletter
W/C 14th February - Half term round up
Please continue to keep an eye on the website, Google
Classrooms, Marvellous Me and Emails for updates and
news relevant to your child's class.

Swimming
A reminder that swimming next term will be for Class
Three Kingfishers and will begin on 10.01.2022.
Please remember your kit on the day and also pay
and consent on ParentPay - Thank you.

Learning to Live
Governing Body Update – Message from John Perry – Chair of
Governors
The last governing body meeting of the term, a Full Governing Body meeting, took place on
Wednesday 8th December. Minutes of the November 2021 meeting were approved - these will
be on the school website shortly.
The Bursar attended the first part of the meeting allowing Governors to look in detail at the latest
budget monitoring document and the revised three year budget forecast, an agenda item held
over from the November 2021 Resources and Finance meeting.
School finances remain secure, although unsurprisingly there is a continued need to ensure that
future spending is carefully managed.
Linked to the long-term financial security of the school, governors also noted the pressures on
the school building, given the increase in pupil numbers in recent years. Governors are keen to
ensure that children continue to receive a high-quality education despite the constraints of the
site.
Governors then considered the December 2021 Headteacher’s Report, which updates governors
on a range of key measures, including: attendance; staffing; attainment; and school development
plan priorities.
Governors noted the current attendance data, which reflects the ongoing ‘Covid pandemic’ and a
higher than usual number of absences linked to colds, coughs and sickness - governors are
pleased that despite the challenges attendance remains strong and are keen to ensure that
children are able to attend school, whilst also ensuring they remain healthy.
Governors also reflected on the data provided for pupil progress, and predicted end of year
attainment for Key Stage 1 and 2 - governors are reassured that the school intervention
programme has flexibility, and builds on updated progress information to support attainment in
core curriculum areas over the school year.
Governors have, outside of the meeting schedule, been carrying out curriculum monitoring ‘visits’
with key staff - these visits look to support Mr Whitehead and the senior leadership team in the
monitoring of development plan priorities.

Learning to Live
Governing Body Update – Message from John Perry – Chair of
Governors - Continued
The meeting also discussed, in response to a September 2021 request from the Diocese,
whether Kildwick Primary should seek ‘conversion’ to academy status and join a multi-academy
trust - in preparation for this discussion governors had looked at a breadth of information,
including recent Department for Education funded research and the Diocese strategy
documentation.
All factors were considered in a wide-ranging discussion. Governors unanimously decided that at
this stage a move to academy status was not in the best interests of the school and most
importantly the children. Given the clear and unified position formal discussion in the Spring Term
2022 was not at this stage felt necessary. Governors nevertheless recognise the issues
highlighted by the Diocese and the on-going development of multi-academy trusts and will
continue to closely monitor the situation and ensure that the school is not placed at a
disadvantage as the academy agenda evolves.
Governors also briefly discussed the ‘parental engagement’ strategy. Ben Lazenby, Parent
Governor, is to meet with Mr Whitehead to discuss the strategy - governors are keen to ensure
that the ‘voice’ of parents and carers remains central to school development.
Governors also reflected on the governing body’s responsibility to ensure the school website
remains compliant with legislative requirements - as Chair I will take on responsibility for
monitoring this with Mr Whitehead and key school staff.
Updated school policies on health and safety and the complaints procedure were signed off.
The next governing body meeting is in February - it is hoped that the situation will allow the
meeting to take place during school time allowing children to contribute to the meeting.
Further information on the work of the governing body can be seen on the school website
School policies and the strategic development plan can also be seen there.
I hope you all have a restful Christmas and can enjoy the festive period.
John Perry - Chair of Governors

Learning to Live
Governor Vacancy
Thank you to all parents that voted in the recent Parent governor election. I am
pleased to let you know that Jackie Craven narrowly won and will take up her
place on the governing board.

Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas Tree!
Year Six wrote letters to Hawcliffe Farm Christmas Trees to ask if they would be willing to
donate a Christmas tree to school. They rang us the day that they received the letters to say
that they would love for us to have one of their trees. You can see some of their letters on our
website here.

School Vision Leaders
This year the vision leaders have been extremely active. We have
helped introduce next year’s reception children, helped out at a
school bake sale, given out anti bullying week merchandise, joined
a call with a school in Zimbabwe and got to know what they are
doing to tackle climate change, did an environment workshop with
Power Down Pete and had a safeguarding chat with a
professional.
We also lead collective worship every Thursday as another part of
our contributions. We have hopes for next year - we intend to
make school a safer environment and generally a better place.
We, as a team, try to work together and do the best we can to help
the school. Some of our ideas include making the road outside a safer place
more outside equipment
more environmentally friendly electricity and other big
contributors to climate change
make the school more accessible to people with disabilities.

Learning to Live
Extra-curricular clubs
Clubs have been really well attended this term and we hope to have a full
varied program of clubs next term as well. We will write to you with details
when we return after the Chrsitmas Holidays.
Walking Bus
In the new year we are hoping to start the walking bus on a Monday as
well as a Thursday. I will be sending out a Google Form shortly to gauge
interest.

Cross Country
Well done to all runners from school who competed in the second Keighley & Craven Schools
Cross Country event in November. The results page can be accessed here. We are currently
in Joint first place for Year 3/ 4 boys and first place for Year 3/4/ girls. The next race is on
Thursday 10th February at Cliffe Castle.

Living to Love
Christmas Thank Yous!
Thank you to our friends at the church for their support throughout the year and with the
organisation of the nativity and carol service.
Thank you to our Governing body for supporting us, challenging us and making decisions that
benefit our school community.
Thank you to all members of the PTA for their support, organisation and fundraising this year.
Thank you to all the volunteers who have given up time to help support in class, listen to
readers and do jobs around school.
Thank you to Mrs Manthorp, Miss Meegan and Mrs Wilkinson who have planned and delivered
interventions for lots of children in our school to support academic and personal development.
Thank you to Donna and Emma in the kitchen for making amazing meals every day.
Thank you to Mrs Pink, Mrs Crewe, Mrs Morgan, Ms Howarth and Mrs Howarth for keeping the
before and after school club running at a time when lots of other schools had to shut theirs.
Thank you to the MSA's who look after our children so well every lunchtime.
Thank you to Mrs Rushworth and Mrs Bains in our school office who have 'hit the ground
running' and are very welcome additions to our school.
Thank you to all our staff for going above and beyond to make Kildwick School so special.
Working evenings, weekends and holidays isn't expected but is appreciated!
Most of all thank you to our lovely children and families for making Kildwick CE School the
amazing school it is.

Living to Love
Christingle
Reverend Peter Thomas came to school for a Christingle Service on 10.12.2021. We were very grateful to
Keelham Farm Shop and Tesco - Skipton, who kindly donated the oranges and sweets.

Nativity and Carol Service
We recorded the Nativity and Carol Service this week and the videos will hopefully be available close to
Christmas. I am sure you will appreciate that given the short notice we had to organise this, we were very
lucky to have been able to arrange professional filming, creating a memory to keep for the children. We will
email all parents as soon as it is on the website. Hopefully you can sit down together and watch this as a
family, you could even watch last years again too!

Living to Love

Happy Birthday to you!
Birthdays since last newsletter.........
Amelia - Class 1
Jack- Class 5
Jack - Class 3
Ibrahim - Class 1
Emma - Class 4
Harry - Class 3
Willow - Class 4
Charlotte - Class 1
Evelyn - Class 2
Lottie - Class 5
Harry - Class 2
Jude - Class 5
Willow - Class 4
Megan - Class 2
Olivia - Class 3
Harry - Class 4

Birthdays
Children are invited to come in non-uniform on their birthday.
If this falls on a weekend or during a holiday, they can come in nonuniform on the Monday or Friday before their birthday.

Living to Love
World Toilet Day
We celebrated World Toilet Day by raising money to provide a toilet for people in less fortunate
countries. The countries that the children chose were: Afghanistan, Indonesia, Nigeria, South Sudan,
Uganda and Zambia.
In order to raise the money, children took part in a variety of activities including a bake sale, toilet
themed games and paying to pee. Mr Whitehead even got sprayed with 'toilet water' as part of one of
the challenges!
We received pictures of the toilets that we have funded to put on display in our school toilets as a
reminder of how fortunate we are to have access to clean, safe toilets. We raised a total of £344.32.

Homeless Not Hopeless
Children have been encouraged to think about others who
are less fortunate than themselves this Christmas. Every
year we ask children and their families to take part in a
Reverse Advent. This year we are supporting a local
charity called 'Homeless not Hopeless'. Children have
brought in one or two items or shoe boxes filled with items
such as - socks, lip balm, treats, hand cream, washing
items and Christmas cards. These will be delivered on
Friday to the charity in Keighley to distribute over the
festive period. Thank you for all your kind donations.

Loving to Learn
Heart Dissection
Year Six took part in a heart dissection led by Mr Fordham, a teacher from South Craven. They have been
learning all about the circulatory system and the dissection allowed them to see the parts of the heart that
they have been studying. The children used tools to cut open the heart and identify different parts.

Reading Forum - Rearranged Date
Following the introduction of our revised approach to
reading in school we will be holding a virtual parent forum
at the start of the new term in January. This will be an
opportunity for parents and carers to ask questions about
our new approach to reading in Robins and Swallows as
well as understanding more about reading as children
move onto Key Stage Two. Here is the link to the reading
booklet sent out recently. If you would like a hard copy of
this, please ask your child’s Class Teacher.

Clay Workshop
Children from Y5 & Y6 took part in a clay workshop at South Craven School, where they made a lantern.
Mrs Seaman who led the event, has also been teaching art to Class Three Kingfishers and Class Four
Owls at our school this term. They have really enjoyed these lessons.

