
Understanding the World 2021- 22
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes Seaside United Kingdom Keeping Healthy Safari Heroes Wonderful World!

Understanding
the world

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and
sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad
selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

Animals and us!
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an
animal.
Nocturnal Animals Making sense of different environments and

habitats

Listen to children describing and commenting on things they have

seen whilst outside, including plants and animals.

After close observation, draw pictures of the natural world, including

animals and plants

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural

environment and all living things.

Trip to Nell Bank.

Materials
Materials: Floating / Sinking

– boat building Metallic /

non-metallic objects

Explore and talk about
different forces they can
feel.
Talk about the differences
between materials and
changes they notice.

Working scientifically
Develop a love of Science and an
understanding of what ‘Science’ is!
Explore how things work
Explore and talk about different
forces they can feel.

Plants and trees
After close observation, draw

pictures of the natural world,

including animals and plants

Plant seeds and care for
growing plants.
Begin to understand the need
to respect and care for the
natural environment and all
living things.

Seasonal Changes
Trip along the canal k (to link with seasons);

discuss what we will see on our journey to the

park and how we will get there.

Change in living things – Changes in the

leaves, weather, seasons.

Explore the world around us and see how it

changes as we enter Summer. Provide

opportunities for children to note and record

the weather.

Look for children incorporating their

understanding of the seasons and weather in

their play.



Seaside holidays: then and now.
Long ago – How the seaside has

changed.

Comment on images of familiar

situations in the past.

Talk about their families and family

holidays.

Our Country
Navigating around our

classroom and outdoor areas.

Create treasure hunts to find

places/ objects within our

learning environment.

Use world maps to show

children where some stories

are based. Children begin to

understand why maps are so

important. Can children

differentiate between land

and water.

Use bee-bots on simple

maps. Encourage the children

to use navigational language.

Our local area: now and
then.
Can children talk about their

homes and what there is to

do near their homes?

Can children talk about how

they got to school.

How has our school changed

- look at old pictures of

school.

What did children used to

do at school.

Kenya
Know that there are different
countries in the world and talk about
the differences they have
experienced or seen in photos.
Explore a different country -
encourage children to make
comparisons.
Environments – Features of local

environment Maps of local area

Comparing places on Google Earth –

how are they similar/different?

Listen to how children communicate

their understanding of their own

environment and contrasting

environments through conversation and

in play.Continue developing positive

attitudes about the differences between

people.

Rosa Parks and Emily Davison.
Introduce children to significant
figures.
Identifying their family.

Commenting on photos of their

family; naming who they can see

and of what relation they are to

them.

Introduce children to different

occupations

Can talk about what they do with

their family and places they have

been with their family. Can draw

similarities and make

comparisons between other

families. Name and describe

people who are familiar to them.

What a wonderful world
Change in living things – Changes in the

leaves, weather, seasons,

Explore the world around us and see how it

changes as we enter Summer. Provide

opportunities for children to note and record

the weather.

Building a ‘Bug Hotel’

Draw children’s attention to the immediate

environment, introducing and modelling new

vocabulary where appropriate.

Encourage interactions with the outdoors to

foster curiosity and give children freedom to

touch, smell and hear the natural world

around them during hands-on experiences.

RE / Festivals
Our RE Curriculum enables
children to develop a positive
sense of themselves and
others and learn how to form
positive and respectful
relationships.
They will begin to understand
and value the differences of
individuals and groups within
their own community.
Children will have opportunity
to develop their emerging
moral and cultural awareness.

Why is the word God so important
to Christians?
Visit to church
Understand that some places are
special to members of their
community.
Harvest

Why does Christmas matter
to Christians?
Recognise that people have
different beliefs and
celebrate special times in
different ways.
Nativity / Cristingle
Eid workshop - Recognise
that people have different
beliefs and celebrate special
times in different ways.
Continue developing positive
attitudes about the
differences between people.

Who is a Muslim?
Recognise that people have
different beliefs and
celebrate special times in
different ways.
Continue developing
positive attitudes about the
differences between people.

Ash Wednesday / Shrove
Tuesday.

Why do Christians put a cross in an
Easter garden?
Recognise that people have different
beliefs and celebrate special times in
different ways.

What is the ‘Good News’ Jesus
brings?
Recognise that people have
different beliefs and celebrate
special times in different ways.

Visit from Budda land.
Continue developing positive
attitudes about the differences
between people.

What makes some places sacred to
believers?
Understand that some places are special to
members of their community.


