
Key Stage 2 Write For You

Last week, Owls and Kingfishers celebrated the National Festival of 
fieldwork. This takes place in the month of June all over the country. 
We looked at a map of the local area to plan the route and then went 
on a walk around the local area, collecting data on the land uses. We 
then created tally, pie and bar charts when we got back to school. We 
noticed that there was a lot of residential land use as well as some 
agricultural and community. We had a lovely time and enjoyed the 
sunshine too.

Summer Term 2026           Friday 3rd July  

It has been another busy week in school and as this newsletter introduction is being written, I am watching Y6 play 

out in this beautiful setting. They have had a fantastic time on their residential visit to Bewerley Park, embracing 

every challenge with enthusiasm, resilience and determination. Throughout the visit, they have taken part in a wide 

range of exciting outdoor and adventurous activities, developing confidence, teamwork, independence and 

problem-solving skills. Stepping outside their comfort zones has helped them discover new strengths, build lasting 

friendships and create wonderful memories together. It has been a pleasure to see their courage, kindness and 

support for one another, making the residential an invaluable experience and a fitting highlight of their final year at 

primary school. I am pleased that North Yorkshire Council have invested in upgrading the facilities at Bewerley Park 

securing its future for generations of Kildwick pupils.

Have a wonderful weekend ahead!
Mr Whitehead



We’re excited to invite your child to take part in this year’s Summer Reading Challenge – Read to 
the Beat! - completely free at your local library!

What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 
The Summer Reading Challenge is a fun, free way for children aged 4–11 to stay motivated to read 
during the summer holidays. Children set their own reading goal and can read anything they enjoy 
- all books count!

We can’t wait to see what you’ve been reading and which rewards you have earnt when we are 
back in school in September. Happy reading!

                               Messy Church - Robins and Swallows

On Tuesday 14th July at 2:00pm, Robins and Swallows classes will be going to 
church for another Messy Church activity. Parents and carers are warmly invited 
to join us for some summer crafting activities and reflections on moving on to 
Years 1, 2 and 3.

This will be a fun way to celebrate the end of 
the school year and a wonderful opportunity to 
mark the completion of EYFS and Key Stage 1 
for some of our children. We look forward to
welcoming you then!

Reception Graduation
On Friday 10th July at 2:00pm, we would like to invite 
parents and carers of Reception children to our 
EYFS Graduation.

This event marks the end of Early Years education for our Reception children as they 
prepare to move into Year One. It is a special opportunity to celebrate their amazing year, 
fantastic progress, and to show them just how proud we are of them.

We look forward to welcoming parents and carers into school to help celebrate how 
wonderful they are. Reception children should come dressed up and ready to celebrate on 
the day – they do not need to wear school uniform.

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in


Parent Governor Vacancy - Closing date for nominations 
Thursday 9th July 

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on 
our Governing Body and would encourage interested 
parents and carers to consider applying. Parent Governors play a vital role in helping to 
shape the strategic direction of the school, providing support and challenge to school 
leaders, and ensuring that the views of parents are represented. No specialist knowledge is 
required – just a commitment to the school, an interest in education and a desire to help our 
children thrive. Being a governor is a rewarding opportunity to contribute to the continued 
success of our school and make a positive difference for all pupils. If you would like an 
informal conversation about the role then please do get in touch via the school office or 
refer to the detailed information emailed to parents last week.

Something for our whole school community to think about……..

We recently received feedback through our parent questionnaire suggesting there is too much focus on SEND 
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) within our school. We always welcome feedback and value the 
opportunity to reflect on what we hear from our community. It helps us to continually think about how we 
communicate and support all families.

At Kildwick School, we are incredibly proud of our inclusive ethos. We believe 
every child deserves to feel seen, supported, and fully included in school life. 
SEND is not a “separate” area of school life - it is part of our everyday 
commitment to ensuring that all children can access learning, feel they belong, 
and thrive.

It is also worth recognising that all schools are currently operating within 
significant budget pressures and wider challenges across the education system. 
As a team of dedicated professionals, we are working harder than ever to 
meet the needs of every child because we care deeply about them - every 
single one.

It is important that children grow up alongside others from all walks of life, with different backgrounds, 
experiences, and needs. This is the world they are entering into, and at Kildwick School we are proud to be 
helping to prepare children for life in a diverse and inclusive society.

We would also warmly encourage our school community to play an active role in supporting inclusion. This 
might include:

● Writing to your local MP to raise awareness of school funding and support for education
● Offering time to volunteer or support school activities where possible
● Helping to ensure that children with additional needs are included in play, friendships, and wider school 

life
● Reading the SEND section of this newsletter and educating yourself on different needs and disabilities. 

Small acts of kindness and understanding make a big difference to children and families.
At Kildwick School, we are proud of our inclusive approach and the strong sense of community we continue to 
build together. By working in partnership, we can ensure that every child feels valued, included, and able to 
flourish.



SEND at Kildwick 

Each week, this section focuses on SEN 
(Special Educational Needs), and we 
encourage all parents to read it. The 
strategies and tips shared can help every 
child. Learning about different needs also 
helps parents support and educate 
their children to understand and appreciate 
their friends, peers, and the wider 
community.

Focus on…..Stimming

Stimming (short for self-stimulatory behaviour) refers to repetitive movements, sounds, or actions that some children 
use to help regulate their emotions, manage sensory input, or maintain focus. This might include behaviours such as 
hand flapping, rocking, tapping, fidgeting, or repeating words or sounds.

Stimming is particularly common in autistic children and those with additional sensory needs, but it can be seen in 
many children in different forms. It is an important self-regulation tool and, in most cases, should not be discouraged 
simply because it looks different.

At home, the most helpful response is usually one of calm acceptance and understanding. Try not to stop or draw 
negative attention to stimming unless it is unsafe. Instead, observe when it happens, as it may help you understand 
what your child is feeling or experiencing in that moment (for example, excitement, anxiety, overwhelm, or 
concentration).

You can support your child by:

● Remaining calm and accepting when stimming occurs
● Avoiding drawing attention to it or asking your child to stop (unless it is unsafe)
● Observing when and why it happens to better understand your child’s needs
● Offering sensory or fidget tools to support regulation
● Providing movement breaks or opportunities for physical activity
● Creating quiet or low-stimulation spaces where your child can reset
● Maintaining predictable routines, especially during busy or overwhelming times

If you are ever unsure, we encourage open communication with school so we can work 
together to understand what is supporting your child best both at home and in school.

At Kildwick School, we value and respect the different ways children may regulate their emotions, and we are 
committed to creating an environment where all children feel accepted, supported, and able to thrive.

 



Donations Welcome! 
We are currently hoping to source a 
large outdoor mud kitchen for the 
garden at the back of the Rec to 
support our Forest School and outdoor 
learning sessions. It would be well 
received and well used by the children, 
helping to create lots of fun, creative, 
and messy play opportunities!

Ideally, we are looking for something 
large enough for several children to 
play together at the same time and 
robust enough for regular outdoor use.

If you know of any suppliers, or if you 
might have a suitable mud kitchen you 
would be happy to donate, we would be 
absolutely delighted to hear from you.

Please contact the school office with 
any information or 
offers of support.

PSHE at Kildwick 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) 
supports children in developing key life skills such as 
managing emotions, building positive relationships, and 
making responsible choices. Through the SCARF 
programme (Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, 
Friendship), children grow in confidence, resilience and 
responsibility. Each week, Miss Akrigg and Mrs. Fordham 
will share a “Top Tip” to support your child’s development at 
home.

     
       

Top Tip: Changing Me

Talk about changes early and in a calm, honest 
way so your child knows what to expect. 
Reassure them that it’s normal to feel a mix of 
emotions like excitement, worry or uncertainty. 
Keep familiar routines where possible, and 
break the change into small, manageable steps 
to help them feel more secure and confident. 

    

  

  

  

What have staff been doing….
Recently, members of staff attended Team Teach training at Cononley Primary School 
alongside colleagues from Lothersdale Primary School. This refresher training focused on 
supporting children with big emotions, feelings, and the behaviours that may follow, with a 
strong emphasis on de-escalation strategies and positive behaviour support.

The training also included updated guidance on the safe use of restrictive physical intervention, which is only ever 
used as a last resort to keep children safe. All schools are required to ensure staff receive regular training in this area. 
For Miss Akrigg and Mrs Pink, this was a refresher in line with updated guidance and legislation introduced from April. 
Ms Kent also attended as a new member of staff to the school.

In addition, all staff have recently completed updated training in relation to allergy awareness linked to “Benedict’s 
Law”. This helps ensure staff remain fully up to date with procedures to keep children safe in relation to allergies and 
medical needs. Staff have also completed refreshed asthma training.

This forms part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding and continuous professional development (CPD) for all 
staff.



  Robins messages

Reception children only - We are so very 
excited about our Buddy trip to Skipton cinema 
on Wednesday 8th July.  Please ensure your 
child wears school uniform and has a coat 
and/or sun hat and sun cream depending on 
the weather!  Children will also need a water 
bottle and may wish to bring nut free snacks 
for the film. 

We will soon be collecting in all reading and 
sharing books. Please have a look at home for 
any school books and return them as soon as 
possible so we can complete our audit in 
preparation for September. Thank you for your 
support!

Eagles messages

Costumes for our end of year play need to 
be in school by Wednesday 8th July.

A reminder that the theatre at South Craven 
holds a lot of people so we do not have to 
limit audience numbers. Whilst we are not 

charging for tickets, we will have a donation 
box available after the performance if you 
feel able to contribute and would be very 

much appreciated. 

Swallows messages

 We will soon be collecting in all 
reading and sharing books. 

Please have a look at home for 
any school books and return them 

as soon as possible so we can 
complete our audit in preparation 

for September. Thank you for 
your support!

  Kingfishers  messages

We will be making torches on Monday in 

DT. We will be providing the equipment 

for this, however if there is anything 

extra your child would like to use, they 

are welcome to bring it in. For example 

plastic bottles or cardboard tubes.

Owls messages 

We will be making torches on Monday in 

DT. We will be providing the equipment 

for this, however if there is anything 

extra your child would like to use, they 

are welcome to bring it in. For example 

plastic bottles or cardboard tubes.

School Office Messages

Outstanding balances on for meals and 
wraparound care are to be cleared before 
the end of the School Term. If you have any 
queries please contact the school office.

Reminders will be sent via Arbor over the 
next couple of weeks to primary guardians 
on your child's account.

Many thanks



Top Tip for Spirituality

Spirituality doesn’t have to be about 
religion—it’s about taking time to reflect, 
notice, and be present. This is important in 
our busy everyday world because it helps us 
manage stress, make thoughtful choices, 
and feel more connected to ourselves and 
others. 

Top Tip: Practical Spirituality

When a difficult moment arises, pause and 

notice what you’re feeling without judging it. Ask 

whether it needs action or simply awareness. If 

it doesn’t need anything, take a slow breath and 

allow it to pass. Releasing the emotion in this 

way helps you return to the present with more 

clarity, calm, and grounded awareness. 

              Buddy Celebration 

We are excited to share details of this year’s 
Buddy Celebration.

The trip will take place on Wednesday 8th 
July. Children should arrive at the normal 
time in school uniform.

Reception and Year 6 children will travel by 
public bus to Skipton Cinema. We have 
requested to watch Toy Story 5, but this is 
yet to be confirmed due to cinema 
scheduling. We will update you as soon as 
possible.

Children will return to school in time for 
lunch, which (weather dependent) will be a 
picnic on the Rec. School lunches will be 
provided as normal for children who usually 
have one. Children may also bring their own 
packed lunch or snacks. Please note we are 
a nut-free school, so no nut products should 
be included.

We kindly ask for a voluntary contribution of 
£4–£8 per child to help cover costs. 
Donations can be adjusted depending on 
family circumstances, and the PTA may help 
support costs where needed.

We are very proud of our buddies and the 
relationships they have built, and we hope 
this will be a memorable experience for 
them.



Summer Fair – Thursday 9th July -  We Need Your Help!

The plans for the Summer Fair are starting to come together, but we would still very much 
welcome your help, support and inspiration.

We are hoping to run a variety of stalls and are looking for volunteers who may be able to support 
on the day. Face painting, glitter tattoos, hair braiding and similar activities are always very 
popular with the children.

As our theme is “Books”, we are especially keen to include creative, book-inspired stalls and 
activities. We would love to hear any ideas or offers to help run something themed around stories 
or characters that could help raise money for the school. Some of the stalls already planned 
include ‘Once Upon a Bottle’,  ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Winning Ticket’, an adults’ raffle, and a 
children’s raffle with the chance to win a prize to be Headteacher for the day, among many other 
exciting things. 

We are very grateful to the four parents who have already kindly offered their help on the day.
If you are able to support in any way or have any ideas to share, please 
let Miss Akrigg know. Your help will make a huge difference in making the 
day fun and memorable for the children.

We’re currently collecting raffle and tombola prizes. 
If you can donate or source a prize from a local 
business, please contact the school office or drop 
things in ASAP! 

Children’s Summer Fair Raffle
On Monday 29th June and Monday 6th July, our Vision Leaders will be selling tickets for the 
Children’s Summer Fair Raffle.

🎟 Tickets cost £1 each, and children may buy as many tickets as they wish. Tickets will also be 
available at the fair until 4.30pm - when the raffle is drawn. 

The raffle will be drawn at the Summer Fair, and the prizes have been specially chosen for the 
children. Prizes include:

● Being Headteacher for an afternoon
● Lunch in the staffroom with a friend. 
● Playdough or slime making with Mrs Meeking
● Front of the lunch queue with a friend for a week
● Sitting on a chair in Collective Worship with a friend for a week
● Choosing a PE lesson
● A film afternoon for your class
● And lots more!

All proceeds from the raffle will be added to the funds raised at the Summer Fair. Thank you for 
your support, and good luck to everyone taking part.



         Governor Meetings and 
Updates

Governors will be meeting on the 
following dates:

07/07/26 
Full Governor Meeting

For information about the 
work of the governing body, 
including the school 
strategic development plan 
please click here

Zones of Regulation

In school we use the Zones of Regulation to help children recognise, understand, and 
manage their emotions and behaviour. We encourage parents to use the same approach at 
home so children experience consistency between school and home. This shared language 
helps children talk about their feelings more easily and develop better self-regulation skills.

Top Tip: Catch It Early, Not Late

All zones are normal and nothing is “wrong,” but the Green Zone tends to support 
learning, focus, and clear thinking best. A more proactive approach is to notice the 
early signs before you shift too far out of balance—like rising tension, faster thoughts, 
or irritability. At that point, act immediately with a “micro-reset” (change posture, step 
outside, sip water, or take 3 slow breaths) rather than waiting until things feel 
overwhelming. Small early adjustments prevent bigger emotional swings and make it 
easier to return to calm quickly. 

https://www.kildwickceschool.org.uk/info/governing-body


Have your say on holiday childcare in North Yorkshire!
North Yorkshire Council is inviting parents and carers of children aged 4–14 years in 
the period 2026-2028 to take part in a brief survey about holiday childcare.  This 
should take no more than 5 minutes to complete.
 For many families, school holidays can bring additional challenges trying to find 
childcare.  North Yorkshire Council is trying to understand the needs of families 
during these periods.
 We’re asking all parents and carers of school aged children to complete the holiday 
childcare survey: 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/NorthYorkshire-SchoolAgeChildcareSurvey2026/
 
Feedback is important and will inform future planning.  Please could survey 
replies be 
submitted by Friday 26th June 2026.

Thank you in advance for your support with this.
Kind regards,
Elizabeth Roberts

Pupil Voice in School 

At Kildwick CE School, our pupil voice groups give children the opportunity to help shape school life. We have three 
groups: Eco Warriors, who promote sustainability and care for the environment; Vision Leaders, who help share and 
develop our school vision; and the Collective Worship Council, who support the planning and delivery of worship and 
spiritual life. 

Eco Warriors
As members of the Eco Council, we would like to say a huge well done to everyone in Year 5 for 
successfully completing their Bikeability qualification with North Yorkshire Council last week.

Throughout the week, the class worked hard to develop important cycling skills. They began by 
practising braking, signalling and bike control on the playground before putting these skills into 
action on the roads around Crosshills, where they learnt how to ride safely alongside traffic and 
use junctions correctly. Twenty pupils took part over two sets of sessions, and every single one 
showed fantastic determination, responsibility and excellent listening skills. The instructors were 
especially impressed with how well everyone rode, including the group who completed their 
training in the extremely hot weather.

Learning to cycle safely is not only an important life skill but also a great way to help protect our 
environment. Choosing to cycle instead of travelling by car reduces air pollution, cuts carbon 
emissions and helps reduce our reliance on fossil fuels. Every journey made by bike is a positive 
step towards a cleaner, healthier planet.

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/NorthYorkshire-SchoolAgeChildcareSurvey2026/


Children who have achieved all three 
certificates - Learning to Live, Living to 
Love, and Loving to Learn - will receive 
a special certificate during Collective 
Worship. This recognises that they are 
truly living out all aspects of the Kildwick 
vision and demonstrating our school 
values in everything they do.

Big congratulations to the children who 
have recently received their Kildwick 
Certificate of Excellence. Children who 
have received the certificate of 
excellence will receive a reward at the 
end of this half term.

We are very proud of you!

Extra Curricular Clubs next week 

              

 

Monday EYFS/KS1 & Y3 - Dance with Firehouse
KS2 - Running with Mr Whitehead 
Y1/2 - Bee Bot Club with Ms Kent

Tuesday EYFS/KS1 - Construction with Miss Taylor
KS2 - Music with Mr Schofield

Wednesday EYFS/KS1 & KS2 - Art Club with Launchpad
Karate with Sensei Simon (direct booking)

Thursday Y3/4 - Coding Club with Ms Kent
EYFS/KS1 & KS2 - Cricket and Rounders with 
Launchpad

Friday

Robins Learning to Live —Arabella

Living to Love — Rocco

Loving to Learn -  Darcy

Swallows Learning to Live —  Eliana 

Living to Love —  Esme Hayaa

Loving to Learn —  Lara & Indie

Kingfishers Learning to Live — Ruby

Living to Love —  Noah

Loving to Learn — Miles

Owls Learning to Live —  Seth

Living to Love —  Amelia

Loving to Learn — Daisy

Eagles
Year Six have been busy this week 

helping around school, visiting 
their secondary schools and 

enjoying their residential! Well 
done to all of Y6 for a great week!



Monday 6th July - Year 5 day at South Craven 

Monday 6th July - Class 5 Non-Uniform Day - Bring a bottle/chocolates 

donation for school summer fair. 

Tuesday 7th July - Years 4/5/6 - Relationships and Sex Education 

Workshops 

Wednesday 8th July - Reception and Year 6 Buddy Trip 

Thursday 9th July - Ninja Warrior trip Year 6

Thursday 9th July - Summer Fair - After School 

Friday 10th July - Reports to Parents 

Friday 10th July - End of EYFS Celebration 2pm in school hall (Reception 

parents only) 

Monday 13th July - Year 6 Show at South Craven - 6pm

Tuesday 14th July - Robins and Swallows parents and carers - Messy Church 

2pm 

Wednesday 15th July - Year 6 Leavers’  service in church 2pm 

Friday 17th July - Year 6 Leavers’ assembly in school 9.15am 

Diary Dates



Autumn Dinner Menu
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Summer Holiday Clubs


